
Inside this issue: 

American Racing American Racing   
Pigeon UnionPigeon Union  

Winter/Spring 2009 

       The 11th annual AU National 
Youth Race offered AU junior 
members an opportunity to 
compete in a race just for  
junior members.   
       More than 120 junior mem-
bers planned to participate and 
96 birds were entered.  The 
race was flown in conjunction 
with the 2008 AU Convention, 
hosted by the Heartland Fed-
eration. 
       “We are excited to offer 
our junior members a chance to 
participate in a national race,” 
said AU President, Steve 
Lawler.  “This is the only na-
tional competition for junior 
members and they are truly our 
future.  It makes sense that 
the AU provides this opportu-
nity.” 
       The race was flown from 
Northwood, Iowa.  Birds were 
released at 8:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, October 16.  There were 
several members present to see 

the birds come in. 
       It was exciting to see AU 
08 ESM 0989 hit the board 
first, and we congratulate Bran-
don Milewski.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brandon will receive a plaque, 
and a trophy, and is invited to 
attend the 2009 AU convention 
as our guest.  We also wish to 
congratulate all youth that par-
ticipated.  They will receive 
plaques and/or certificates as 
well.  Thanks also to the  
handler, Michael  Sordahl. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       The AU sends an invitation 
through the AU junior newslet-
ter to all AU junior members.  
The newsletter also appears on 
the AU website (www.pigeon.
org).  Junior members then 
send in an application and re-
ceive shipping instructions. 
       Details on the 2009 AU 
National Youth Race begin on 
page 4. 
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Brandon Milewski Grabs First in the  
AU’s 2008 National Youth Race 

 
Karen Clifton, AU Executive Director 

2008 National Youth Race Winner,  
Brandon Milewski 
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     I had the pleasure of speaking 
with the AU’s 2008 Junior of the 
Year, Morgan Braun.  He had just 
returned from the AU Convention in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where he re-
ceived his award and addressed the 
Awards Banquet guests. 

 
     He wowed the members with his 
acceptance speech.  He shared that 
2 or 3 years ago, club mentor, Walt 
Shaffer, invited him to join the Red 
Bluff Pigeon Club, a 4-H based club.  
The club currently consists of 22 
junior members.  He really enjoyed 
racing pigeons, so he got into train-
ing and flying them. 
     Morgan serves as club reporter 
for the Red Bluff Club.  He recently 
wrote an article about a fellow club 
member that catches his pigeons 
with a cowboy hat.  That member is 
in a wheelchair.  It just demon-
strates that there are practically 
no limitations to enjoyment of the 
pigeons.   
 

 
     In his reporting role, Morgan en-
joys taking pictures of pigeons and 
other people handling their pigeons.  
He said he is comfortable with 
adults and kids alike.  It is good 
that he is so connected to his whole 
club. 
     Morgan attends 7th grade and 
just turned 13.  In his spare time, 
he likes hunting, archery, swimming, 
and running, with plans to join the 
track team this year.  He also likes 
riding and training horses. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Another winner I spoke with this 
year is the AU 2008 Junior Contest 
Winner, Harmon Gattis, of New 
York.  He is part of the Home Run 
Loft Program that Felix Maendel 
organized for after school activity. 

     Winning the contest was a really 
nice surprise for him and he is ea-
ger to use his prize, a new elec-
tronic timing system that Siegel’s 
and Ed Minvielle donated from  

 
 
 
Benzing. 
     Harmon just started racing pi-
geons a year ago, through his 
school.  He said there are many rea-
sons he loves the pigeons.  He 
thinks it is remarkable that they 
can find their way home from such 
great distances.  He also likes it 
when his pigeons perch on his shoul-
der or eat out of his hand.  Aspects 
of racing are of great interest to 
Harmon, such as training the birds, 
and waiting on them on race day.  
He finds that to be very enjoyable. 
     There is one special bird for 
Harmon.  The pigeon, “Bazzari”, 
owned by John Bazzari, flew into 
their loft during a race. They con-
tacted Mr. Bazzari and were told 
the bird was the great granddaugh-
ter of Senna. He also mentioned 
that they could keep the pigeon.  So 
they did, naming it after its previ-
ous owner. Harmon said they bred 
good birds out of Bazarri this 
year.  
     Besides racing pigeons, Harmon 
likes to do outdoor activities, such 
as swimming and fishing. He enjoys 
biking with his dog, and also boat-
ing.  He enjoys a variety of sports.  
     Congratulations to both Morgan 
and Harmon for being winners for 

2008.  We hope they have many 
more years of racing pleasure. 
 
See more on back page. 

Winners By Mary Shaw 
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Congratulations Ashley Enos, 
out of Red Bluff, CA.  Ashley 
submitted the winning  
drawing, which will be featured in AU  
advertising and publications.  Ashley will receive 
her choice of a free AU logo t-shirt or one year 
free membership in the AU.  

Rick Barker 
Temecula, CA 

Norm Smith 
Dayton, TN 

Ashley Enos 
Red Bluff, CA 

       Congratulations Showcase Loft Winners! 
       Two AU members tied for 1st place in the annual AU Showcase Loft Contest:  Rick 
Barker, out of Temecula, California, who is long-time member of the AU and part of the Val-
leys Invitational Club, and Norm Smith who is also a long-time member of the AU and races 
with the Chattanooga Club.  
       The winners will each receive a limited edition print in the AU Convention Series by art-
ist Jim Brown, and a plaque proclaiming their win. 

2008 Showcase Loft Winners2008 Showcase Loft Winners  

Ashley Enos 

2008 Art Contest Winner 2008 Art Contest Winner 



       Dr. Hall Duncan just finished 
his new book, “Emma Doesn’t Want 

To Race Today!”  It is a story about 
a homing pigeon named Emma.  Emma 
prefers to sightsee along Route 66.  
It is a fun tale that takes you along 
on the trip with her. 
       Emma is named after Dr. Dun-
can’s real life granddaughter pic-
tured on the right. 
       Contact the AU office by 
March 15 if you would like to pur-
chase one.  The cost is $19.95, plus 
shipping and handling.   

       The American Racing Pigeon Union (AU) is proud to announce the 12th annual National Youth Race.  The AU is the 
only pigeon organization that offers a national race for youth only.  We are proud of our junior members and are ex-
cited to recognize them for their participation. 
       The 2009 National Youth Race will be held during the AU Convention in Fall River, MA.  The loft handler for 
this one-loft race will be John Ferreira. Race day will be October 22, 2009. 
       The race will be a 200-mile race from Ilion, NY and is open to all AU junior members. 
       The handler, John, will be assisted by a team from the New England Racing Pigeon Association.  John is building 
a brand new loft to host this race and he will only be handling AU National Youth Race birds. Junior members’ en-
tries should be sent beginning March 1, 2009, directly to John (details will be mailed to you upon receipt of applica-
tion). There is no fee for AU junior members to enter birds in this race. Juniors may send in two birds; one desig-
nated as a primary placement and one designated as a back up. John’s Race Measurement is 217.935. 
       Each competitor will receive a certificate and the top ten will be mounted on a handsome plaque.  The top place 
will receive the plaque and a trophy.  Additionally, he or she is invited to attend the 2010 AU Centennial Celebration 
convention as our guest! 
       Please have the application (page 5) signed by a parent or legal guardian and return it to the office by no later 
than March 1, 2009 to the national office.  As soon as applications are received, we will send notification advising 
of shipping details. 
     We hope you will participate and look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL AU JUNIOR MEMBERS!CALLING ALL AU JUNIOR MEMBERS!  
Karen Clifton, Executive DirectorKaren Clifton, Executive Director  

New Children’s Book! 
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Mail application to: 
American Racing Pigeon Union, 

Inc. 
P.O. Box 18465 

Oklahoma City, OK  73154-
0465 

405-848-5801 
www.pigeon.org 



12th  Annual Youth National Race 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
The AU “Youth National Race” is open to all AU junior members.  The race will be held during the 
2009 AU Convention in Fall River, MA.  Race day will be October 22, 2009. 

Please print the following: 
 

NAME:________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________ 
 

CITY:____________________ STATE:_______ ZIP:_______________ 
 

PHONE:_________________________ CLUB:_____________________________ 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:________________________________ 
 

I hereby indicate that I wish to participate in the 2009 AU “National Youth Race”.  I also under-
stand that participation is limited and my name may or may not be randomly drawn.  I certify that 
any 2009 young bird I may enter in the “National Youth Race” has been raised and cared for by me. 
 
______  Yes, I plan to attend.                                                                
 
______  I will be unable to attend, but 
              am excited to enter a bird. 

_____________________________ 
                                                                        (Signature – Junior Member) 
 
                                                                                    ____________________________________ 
                                                                                    (Signature – Parent or Guardian) 
 
                                                                                    ____________________________________ 
                                                                                    (Date) 
 
 

Return this application form to the AU national office.  It must be mailed to arrive by March 1, 2009. 
Mail to:  American Racing Pigeon Union, Inc.  P.O. Box 18465, Oklahoma City, OK  73154 

 
 
                                                            GOOD LUCK! 
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A Note From The AU PresidentA Note From The AU President——Steve LawlerSteve Lawler  

       What an honor it is to be 
asked to address the future  
GIANTS of our beloved hobby!  
Once upon a time every one of us 
in the pigeon game fell in love 
with that humble, little ball of 
feathers. Because they demon-
strate an undying love of home 
and show-off the ability to per-
form heroic feats, we just can't 
help but love them.  
       Growing up with a backyard 
loft that we hurry home to after 
school is a great way to learn to 
be responsible. Providing sound 
health care and practicing good 
loft management develops positive 
skills that help us all through 
life.  
       If you are also fortunate 
enough to have a chance to fly 
and race your birds, all the bet-
ter! Clean, honest competition 
also helps develop life long skills 
needed in the adult world. The 
ability to plan for the future and 
then to figure out ways to make 
those goals happen is one of the 

keys ingredients to being suc-
cessful.  
       Also, along the way you will 
need to find solutions for chal-
lenges that come up during racing 
competition. The ability to exam-
ine the difficulties we experience 
and then invent a plan to solve 
them, is a higher level thinking 
skill that is highly valued.  
       Over the last several 
years, the AU has developed (or 
helped to develop) a large number 
of school related pigeon programs 
for junior members. There are 
lofts right on the school grounds 
in many states around the coun-
try. A number of them have been 
featured on the pages of Pigeon 
Tracks newsletter. The national 
AU office has information on 
those programs and can help jun-
ior flyers who might interested in 
setting-up lofts at your school 
where fun and learning make a 
great combination. Contact your 
AU office for help.  
       Additionally, several AU 
senior members have become 
mentors/advisors for 4-H pro-
grams that focus on the Racing 
Pigeon. The AU's SkyPilot pro-
gram also fits very nicely with 
the 4-H program and many 
groups of young friends find that 
they can have pigeons as a com-
mon interest while participating in 
a nationally recognized youth pro-
gram such as 4-H.  Again, con-
tact the AU office if you think 
you might be interested.  
       Examples of both of these 
kinds of youth programs are 
highlighted on page 2 of this very 

newsletter. Columnist Mary Shaw 
is a member of the big North-
west Junior Flyers RPC and also 
serves as the AU Youth Ambas-
sador.  As the AU Youth Ambas-
sador, she submits articles for 
your Pigeon Tracks newsletter. In 
her column, Mary features  
Morgan Braun of the big Red 
Bluff, CA 4-H group and she also 
highlights some of the accom-
plishments of Harmon Gattis of 
the Home Run Loft Program 
(school related) in New York. 
And, finally, on page 3 Ashley 
Enos of Red Bluff (same group as 
Morgan) shows-off her artistic 
talents. While I was delivering 
clocks for this group last July, 
Ashley introduced herself and 
presented this work. She cer-
tainly is talented!  Let Mary know 
if you have a report for the 
newsletter at aupromo@aol.com.  
       Congratulations to all of 
you who have joined the AU 
youth movement. Our numbers 
are way up and thanks to you and 
our wonderful staff at AUHQ, 
they can go much higher if you 
would like to share your love of 
those champion marathoners we 
house in our backyards.  
       E-mail, write, or call the 
office and see about expanding on 
what you love to do! 
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American Science & Surplus:  
The pigeon backpack. Hey, if the Internet goes down and you need to get 
an urgent message to your boss—(“hey, boss, the Internet is down”)—just 
strap this on the back of your carrier pigeon and point the bird toward the  
office. A good insurance plan for $15. 

Reprint from: 
http://www.sciplus.com/search.cfm?
utm_source=internal&utm_medium=search&utm_content=cf&utm_campaign=celsearchtest&formfield1234567891=78&formfiel
d1234567892=5&formfield1234567894=&term=Pigeon&btnHand.x=0&btnHand.y=0 

Pigeon Backpack 
Cell phone rates got you down? Strap this authentic, unused, WWII-era 
Swiss Army surplus carrier pigeon backpack to your personal bird and 
send messages for the cost of pigeon feed. The back brace is a curved 
(just like a pigeon) 3" x 1-3/4" gray aluminum plate with a double set 
of elastic straps (with teensy bra-strap hooks) that pass under the bird's 
belly. Riveted to it is a 3" long x 11/16" dia aluminum tube with a 
screw-cap, to hold the messages.  The canister is marked with a Swiss 
cross and the brace is marked "Michel," which is probably the model, 
not the pigeon's name. Even the birdless might consider this as a scuba 
tank for GI Joe, a belly bomb for B-29 models, or a way to make your 
gerbil carry his own food on trips. Extremely cool, if only as a collecti-
ble. 

QUIRKY GIFT ALERT 

       There’s a new school 
loft project—Keystone 
Adventure School and 
Farm in Oklahoma.  They 
have a new loft (left) and 
a few birds to get the 
project rolling.  
        We’ll keep you posted 
on their progress.  You can 
also visit their web site:   
 
http://www.
keystoneadventureschool.
com/ 
 
       Welcome to the sport 
Keystone! 
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(Winner featured on page 2.)  

      Harmon Gattis did a great job 
writing about the 5 most impor-
tant things he would share with a 
new flyer.   
       One of his priorities was to 
communicate with more experi-
enced fanciers.  More seasoned 
flyers know how to care for the 
birds and will often have helpful 
tips for someone just starting. 
       A healthy loft, a good source 

for birds, feeding and medicating 
and exercising and training your 
birds are also important factors 
for a beginner to understand. 
       Harmon explains that once 
you have the basics down, you will 
have a successful and enjoyable 
racing season.  He shared one of 
his methods for training—loft 
flying.  He tells us that one sys-
tem of loft flying is to flag train.  
That is, if the birds try to land, 

you chase them away with your 
flag.  Soon they will learn that 
when the flag is up they should 
stay up, but when the flag is down 
they should come back down.  
This would be done best with 
birds that are a little older.  
Once the birds are accustomed 
to the flag, you gradually work up 
to about 1-2 hours twice a day 
for training. 

Winning Contest Essay submitted by Harmon GattisWinning Contest Essay submitted by Harmon Gattis  

 

Retrieve lost birds.Retrieve lost birds.Retrieve lost birds.   
It’s the right thing to do.It’s the right thing to do.It’s the right thing to do.   
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